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25 September 2012

BRIDGEWATER MASTERCLASS HEADS TO DEVON

Bridgewater Equity Release, the home reversion specialists, has today (25th September 2012) announced a further Equity Release Advice Masterclass designed for those advisers who want to be true experts in their field.

The fourth Masterclass of the year will be held in Exeter taking place on the 23rd October 2012 at the offices of Ashfords LLP, Ashford House, Grenadier Road, Exeter EX1 3LH. The Masterclass begins at 10am and finishes at 12.30pm.  Free parking is available and lunch will be available for all delegates.

The event is free for all equity release advisers and has been designed for those who wish to reach the highest advice standards in this marketplace.  As per the usual format, four expert speakers will present on a varied range of topics which will be particularly relevant to those operating in this sector.  The subjects and speakers are:

· Longevity – the changing impact on equity release advice.  Paul Barber, Director, Bridgewater Equity Release.

· The UK housing market – an investor’s view of current trends and future expectations of the residential market.  Tracey Hartley, Senior Manager, Grainger plc’s Property Services Division.

· The legal process – insights into the legal process and how understanding it can improve practice and profitability.  Peter Barton, Solicitor and Senior Partner, Ashfords LLP.

· The equity release advice process – developing best practice to ensure customer risk is appropriately matched to the advice offered.  Chris Prior, Business Development Manager, Bridgewater Equity Release.

The Masterclass is aimed at those advisers already active in the equity release sector but looking to develop their understanding of current market issues and further develop their client service proposition.

Chris Prior, Business Development Manager at Bridgewater Equity Release, commented:

“This month’s Bridgewater Masterclass heads to the South West where we are hoping the local and regional equity release advisory community will join us for a session designed to provide advisers with a range of information that can help them develop their business offering.  Previous Masterclasses have been well attended and received and it is our hope that this Exeter event will be no different.  Once again we have four speakers confronting the major equity release issues of the day in order to help support advisers as they seek increased levels of business and look to enhance their equity release advice proposition.  This is an important time for the sector and the financial advisory space as a whole as we move towards the new RDR environment – we believe this event will offer plenty of help, advice, tips and information for those who have carved out their equity release niche but are now looking to take it to the next level.”
To register to attend the Equity Release Advice Masterclass, please contact Richard Hadley at: RHadley@bridgewaterequityrelease.co.uk or phone 0191-269 5982.
For more information on Bridgewater Equity Release, please visit: www.bridgewaterequityrelease.co.uk
ENDS

For further information please contact:

Chris Prior, Business Development Manager, Bridgewater Equity Release, Mobile: 07917 463990

Kurt Mueller, Head of External Affairs, Grainger plc (parent company of Bridgewater Equity Release), Mobile: 07584 235088; kmueller@graingerplc.co.uk
Rob Griffiths, White Dragon Communications Ltd, Mobile: 07983 641566; rob@whitedragoncomms.co.uk
Barney McCarthy, White Dragon Communications, Mobile: 07872 956711; barney@whitedragoncomms.co.uk
Notes to editors

· Bridgewater Equity Release Limited was founded in 1998 and is the UK’s leading provider of home reversion plans with over 4,000 home reversion customers.

· Bridgewater Equity Release Limited is an award-winning provider and a member of the Equity Release Council, the trade association dedicated to the protection of plan holders and the promotion of safe home income and equity release plans. Bridgewater offers a range of plans which abide by the Council’s Code of Practice.

· It is committed to ensuring that all its customers are fully aware of the scheme they are entering into and have considered all alternatives.

· Bridgewater Equity Release is a subsidiary of Grainger plc, which was established in 1912.  
· Bridgewater Equity Release is a registered trade mark of Grainger plc. All rights reserved.

· Grainger plc is the UK’s largest specialist residential property owner and manager traded on the London Stock Exchange.  Grainger’s business activities in the UK and Germany cover ownership, trading, fund management, property management and development of residential property. Grainger is the leading provider of home reversions, an equity release product, through Bridgewater Equity Release. Grainger has approximately £2.1 billion of wholly-owned property assets, £2.8 billion of assets under management and manages approximately 26,400 properties in the UK and Germany.
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