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21 February 2012 

Connaught completes successful UCIS education tour

Connaught Asset Management, the boutique asset manager, has further proved its commitment to ensuring all IFAs are conducting responsible and compliant unregulated collective investment scheme (UCIS) business by completing a string of seminars across the country recently.

Connaught hosted seven educational events across the country which were attended by more than 100 advisers.  Starting in Leeds on the 24th January, the tour took in Cheshire, Birmingham, London, Reading and Bristol before finishing in Cambridgeshire on the 3rd February.

The key message emanating from the events was that UCIS funds should not be feared or ignored as long as appropriate identification of suitable clients is conducted prior to any promotion.  The seminars included a lengthy session on just who UCIS funds should be utilised by and worked examples of how to comply with COBS 4.12 exemptions.   

Alistair Mawdsley, Director of Connaught, commented: 
“While UCIS funds won’t be suitable for every client, we are finding that more and more advisers are considering UCIS funds within their proposition as conventional funds continue to underperform in challenging investment conditions.  UCIS funds can provide proper diversification within a client’s portfolio as long as the correct procedures are adhered to and can play a role as equally important as regulated funds. The feedback from attendees has been overwhelmingly positive and advisers particularly appreciated the session on exemptions and suitability which raised issues some were previously unaware of.” 
For more information on Connaught Asset Management please visit: www.connaughtam.com, or contact Alistair Mawdsley on 020 8971 9727.
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Notes to editors:
About Connaught Asset Management
· Connaught Asset Management was formed in February 2007 to research and offer asset-backed lending and non-correlated investment opportunities into the investment market, based and secured against tangible assets to minimise investment risk and offer investors and institutions innovative ways to diversify their investments.

· Over the last three years Connaught has designed a series of income funds which have continued to perform despite the volatility in many markets world-wide and historically very low interest rates, offering investors a fixed annualised return of between 7.15% and 9%.
· The Connaught Income Fund, Series 2, is offered through Connaught’s regulated Guernsey-based subsidiary, Connaught Asset Management (Guernsey) Limited.  Series 2 lends in to the residential housing market for the short to medium-term with a targeted overall Fund maturity of 18 months and has the option of investing up to 10% in commercial property.  Connaught Income Fund, Series 3, moves away from the urban environment in to the agricultural lending sector acting as a portfolio diversifier for investors who already hold investments in Series 1.  The average LTV is targeted at 65%.
· These funds epitomise the philosophy of Connaught and with no correlation to Bank of England base rates will continue to be attractive to investors wishing to find alternative income solutions. 
